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Household rules

● you will receive all slides and materials

● …but it’s always useful to take notes

● ask your questions straight away, don’t wait

● if you need to take a phone call or leave, do that 

● you’re very welcome to get in touch with me after the session

protsenko.kateryna@gmail.com

● there will be a lot of practical work - please do participate

● keep the card with your name so that I can see it

● there’s going to be a short break halfway through the session

mailto:protsenko.kateryna@gmail.com


Who is Kate and why is she here?

Teaching teenagers since 2010

Cambridge CELTA trainer since 2013

Cambridge Delta trainer since 2016

Cambridge CELT-P / CELT-S trainer since 2017

Organized 2 conferences for teachers in Ukraine and 1 in Edinburgh

Worked in 13 countries

Trained more than 1500 teachers worldwide

Working for a language learning app Promova 

Managing an online language school which works worldwide 24/7

Training teachers at NILE



2 truths and 1 lie (your favorite 😃)
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1. I have a group of 24 teachers on my CELTA course in the Kazakhstan.
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3. I’d like to run a marathon one day.
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Normally I would ask my 

students to ask me questions 

to find out which one is not 

true. However, with low 

levels, ask them to add 1-2 

sentences about each fact.
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I’d like to run a marathon one 
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In 2019 I started a CELTA centre in Kazakhstan. 

I wanted to go there and do CELTA face-to-face, 

but COVID started in 2020, so I didn’t. I have 

been working online for them since then. 

I don’t eat carbs (pasta, pizza etc.), so it’s a little 

difficult for me to find food when I’m traveling. 

Melanzane alla parmigiana is perfect for me 

because it has eggplant and cheese in it, and 

this is the food I like.

I like sports very much. I go to the gym two or 

three times a week for one hour, but I don’t 

usually do heavy workouts, I only run.
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I have a group of 24 teachers on 

my CELTA course in the UK.

Yesterday evening I had 

melanzane alla parmigiana for 

dinner.

I’d like to run a marathon one 

day.

In 2019 I started a CELTA centre in Kazakhstan. 

I wanted to go there and do CELTA face-to-face, 

but COVID started in 2020, so I didn’t. I have 

been working online for them since then. 

I don’t eat carbs (pasta, pizza etc.), so it’s a little 

difficult for me to find food when I’m traveling. 

Melanzane alla parmigiana is perfect for me 

because it has eggplant and cheese in it, and 

this is the food I like.

I like sports very much. I go to the gym two or 

three times a week for one hour, but I don’t 

usually do heavy workouts, I only run.

How do we 

solve this 

mystery?
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3. Check that those sentences help understand which one is false, but do not 

reveal everything.
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1. Write three sentences
a. One about your work

b. One about your hobbies

c. One about your skills, abilities, experience, or a fact about you.

2. Think of (do not write) 1-2 sentences with details about each statement.

3. Check that those sentences help understand which one is false, but do not 

reveal everything.

4. Show your sentences to your partner and tell them the details. 

Let them ask additional questions and guess the true sentences. 

5. Think back to your sentences with details. Did you reveal too much? 

Did they help? What should you have done differently?

What strategies 

did we use?
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1. Identifying appropriate strategies 

to complete a task

2. Planning how to approach a 

learning task

1. Evaluating progress

2. Monitoring comprehension

1. Do a demo of how to do the task.
2. Ask students what they should / 

shouldn’t do.
3. Let students plan their speaking.
4. Create a checklist on how to 

complete the task they’re 
working on.

5. Ask students to reflect on how 
they completed the task.

6. Ask students what they found 
easy / difficult. 

Ask students about what was 

easy / difficult / what they enjoyed 

/ didn’t enjoy - rather than what 

worked. In other words, instead of 

factual questions, ask questions 

about feelings.



Plan for today:

1. Plan what you want to express taking into account the situation ✅
2. Use pictures to set the context for skills lessons more effectively  
3. Learn to read menus and choose the dish you like  
4. Push students to justify their answers and the strategies applied to judge their 

effectiveness  
5. Look at a bus timetable and plan your journey (and hence apply strategies 

you already have in your first language)  
6. Pick out words from texts and guess their meaning from context  
7. Identify the communicative purpose of the text  
8. Look at texts and identify their types, purposes and predict the content 
9. Use and templates for different types of text to write short text  
10.Evaluate your own piece of writing or a spoken text



What have you…

- read 

- listened to

- spoken about

- written

…today?



Do we 

read / listen / speak / write all those texts 

in the same way?









What information overload looks like





Receptive skills



Demo 1

Latham-Koenig, C. et al. (2019) English file, Fourth edition: Student’s book and Workbook, A1/A2, Elementary. Oxford: Oxford University Press., p. 17
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Task

Read the text. 

Complete it with the headings.

Grammar

Pronunciation

Spelling

Vocabulary 

An idea for you: remove 

all words except for 

(verbs / nouns / 

adjectives) instead of 

sentences.

Latham-Koenig, C. et al. (2019) English file, Fourth edition: Student’s book and Workbook, A1/A2, Elementary. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
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How do you know?
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Look at the following text. 

What genre is it?

How do you know?

What’s missing here?

Compare this text 

to a text 

from the BBC website

Latham-Koenig, C. et al. (2019) English file, Fourth edition: Student’s book and Workbook, A1/A2, Elementary. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 



Latham-Koenig, C. et al. (2019) English file, Fourth edition: Student’s book and Workbook, A1/A2, Elementary. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

https://www.bbc.com/future/article/20230105-why-not-all-comfort-food-is-the-same



Second reading task



Task
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Task

Latham-Koenig, C. et al. (2019) English file, Fourth edition: Student’s book and Workbook, A1/A2, Elementary. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

How would you approach this task?



Mark the sentences true (T) or false (F).

1. American English and British English are very different.

2. Holiday and postcode are the same in British and American English.

3. Purse has a different meaning in American and British English.

4. Kilometer is the British spelling.

5. British and American grammar are not very different.

6. It’s difficult to know if a person is English or American from their accent.



1. American English and British English are very different.



2. Holiday and postcode are the same in British and American English.



3. Purse has a different meaning in American and British English.



4. Kilometer is the British spelling.



5. British and American grammar are not very different.



6. It’s difficult to know if a person is English or American from their 

accent.



What did we just do?

1. Look at the question.

2. Underline key words.

3. Think about the structure of the text and order of information.

4. The answer to the first question might be in the sub heading.

5. Look at the paragraph headings and match the first question to the 

paragraph.

6. Look for keywords in the paragraph. 

If you can’t find them, look for synonyms.

If you can find them, stop and read in more detail. 



Listening



Look at this picture.

We’re going to listen to a story 

related to this picture.

What do you think 

the story is going to be about?

Image generated using instability.ai from the prompt a fox terrier dog and a labrador dog in a park on a sunny summer day, and a man and a woman chatting with each other
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Look at this picture.

What can you see?

We’re going to listen to a story 

related to this picture.

What do you think 

the story is going to be about?

Image generated using instability.ai from the prompt a fox terrier dog and a labrador dog in a park on a sunny summer day, and a man and a woman chatting with each other



A thought 

It’s not enough to show the picture and ask what the story is going to be about.

It’s necessary to:

- ask the students what they can see in the picture and list the objects on the 

board

- ask students how they can all be connected into a story

- ask students what the story will be about and why they think so, and clarify 

any possible confusion



Guess my prompt

I generated this picture 

with the help of unstability.ai

What was my prompt?



Guess my prompt

I generated this picture 

with the help of unstability.ai

What was my prompt?

Image generated using instability.ai 
from the prompt 
a fox terrier dog and a labrador dog 
in a park on a sunny summer day, 
and a man and a woman 
chatting with each other



http://drive.google.com/file/d/1wNvyLWYw4mq_Gi6xLfbbY-oEaeNBAm3T/view


http://drive.google.com/file/d/18WkL2yscKLIixr7327IoMDn93dnF9-uM/view
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http://drive.google.com/file/d/1fMyVAtkX4E-zjVs0AOcZnTib8cXjvCZu/view


http://drive.google.com/file/d/1jVg4UinEGWX2zhjuEGPVcCInmv2DCQfu/view
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How do you know?



Situation

It’s Saturday, November 25th, 2023.

Your students have just arrived in Norwich at Railway 

station Thorpe Road. It’s 11:38 now, and they need to get 

to the University Drive. 

When will they get there? 

How long do they have to wait for their bus?



Situation

It’s Saturday, November 25th, 2023.

Your students have just arrived in Norwich at Railway 

station Thorpe Road. It’s 11:38 now, and they need to get 

to the University Drive. 

When will they get there? 

How long do they have to wait for their bus?

Think on your own for 2 minutes. 



How would you approach this task?

What would you look for first?

What would you look for next?

Why?















Thank you!

● get in touch with me at protsenko.kateryna@gmail.com

● follow my page 

mailto:protsenko.kateryna@gmail.com
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